
STORIES MEWS 

Stories Mews is a contemporary terraced house in South London with an artist’s studio 

that can be completely annexed from the living areas, allowing for functional fl exibility for the 

artist and his family over the lifetime of the house. Passivhaus certifi cation was achieved despite 

the house being on a challenging tight urban site in a conservation area with stringent aesthetic 

planning conditions. To meet the Passivhaus thermal envelope and airtightness requirements, 

RDA developed bespoke details for the timber SIPs structure of the house, namely for the 

foundation, external garage door, green roofs, skylight, MVHR external grilles and external facade. 

The result is a façade clad with London stock brick with sliding wooden shutters hung from an 

exposed steel beam that spans the frontage, and glass blocks for smaller areas of interest, that 

blends within the mews aesthetic of it’s surrounding context.  

Project Overview

Name:Stories Mews

Location:South London

Building Type: Single family house with Artist’s Studio

Construction type: Timber SIPs (Off site constrution)

Completed in: November 2012

Occupancy status: Occupied since January 2013

Construction Cost: £1506/sqm (excluding prelims and 

abnormals)

TFA: 130m2

Sustainability features

Primary Energy Demand: 87 kWh/m2.a

Heating Demand: 12 kWh/m2.a 

Heating & Cooling Load: 8 W/m2

Air pressure result: 0.5 ach @50Pa

Ventilation strategy: MVHR (Winter)

                             Natural Ventilation (Summer)

Heating strategy: System Gas Boiler with radiators

Shading strategy: Brise-soliel and internal blinds

U-Values (W/m2K): Walls 0.15, Floor 0.12, Roof 0.07,

                            Doors 0.7, Windows 0.78            

Other features: Reuse of London stock brick for cladding, 

Green sedum roofs, Electric car charging point
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Energy Performance

Measured performance results are based on meter 

readings collected from the fi rst year of occupancy during 

winter and projected for the whole year.  

Total Primary Energy: 118.5 kWh/m2.a 

Gas: 72.6 kWh/ m2.a

Electricity: 45.9 kWh/ m2.a

The high meter reading for gas consumption in the fi rst 

year can be attributed to the building’s drying out phase. 

Lessons learnt:

SIPs construction is well suited for Passivhaus. 

Contractors without prior experience of Passivhaus 

construction will adapt well to meet the challenges of 

building to the Passivhaus standard with proper direction 

and appropriate performance incentives.

Quote
“We used to live in Victorian house that was very 
draughty. It was just infuriating in the winter that it was 
so hard to heat. We had chimney balloons up at each 
chimney to try and stop the draughts. We were spending 
a lot on bills. It was just unmanageable, really. But now 
here, it’s just lovely. It’s very nice and warm, and you 
don’t feel any draughts.”
Current resident
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